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Part A: Writing

N
Y

Choose one of the following topics and write an essay about it. Write
for at least 150 words in no more than 20 minutes.

A) Some people think that modern technology has made people less active and less healthy.
To what extent do you agree with this view? Give reasons for your answer and include any
relevant examples from your own experience or knowledge.

B) Some people argue that economic growth is more important than environmental protection.
To what extent do you agree or disagree? Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant
examples from your own experience or knowledge.

©

Listen and mark your answers to questions 1-15 in the answer sheet. The
audio will be played only once.

Part B: Listening
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1) What does the man mean?
A) He doesn’t want her help.
B) He likes talking to the woman.

2) What does the woman ask the man to do?
B) call her later

A) give her a paper

3) What does the woman mean?
A) She is sure the professor is joking.
B) Next semester is not good for her.

4) What does the woman mean?
A) She doesn’t think it’s hot.
B) She thinks yesterday was hotter.

5) What does the woman tell the man?
A) It was an accident.
B) She meant what she said.

6) What does the man say about Bill?
A) He is a good musician.

B) He is an excellent physician.

7) what does the woman mean?

A) The science quad has an excellent view.

B) The area is much better than before.

Section A: Questions 1-10 ——>
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C) He wants to fail his class.
D) He hasn’t been able to call.

Short Conversations

C) speak louder D) keep his voice down

C) It would not be of interest to her.
D) She’d like to become his assistant.

C) She agrees with him.
D) She’s sure it has been hotter.

C) She is mean.
D) She watched what she did.

C) He isn’t very talented musically.
D) He is an accomplished magician.

C) The science quad has done excellent work.
D) There is a need still for more work. s




8) What does the man mean?
A) It is too late to protest his grade. C) The economics professor won’t hear his complaint.
B) He is happy with his quiz grade. D) He doesn’t want to tell the woman his score.

9) What does the woman mean?
A) He shouldn’t work on the papers at night. C) She wonders what his plans are.
B) He should work on the papers separately. D) The man may have to work nonstop.

10) What does the woman mean?
A) She thinks he is correct. C) It hasn’t changed much.
B) There are more passes now. D) She thinks he is funny.

Section B: Questions 11-15 ————>| Lecture al

11) What is the main purpose of the lecture on environmental psychology?
A) To discuss the impact of technology on social behavior.

B) To explore the emotional bond individuals form with specific places.

C) To analyze the effects of environmental stressors on cognitive function.

D) to examine how natural environments influence human health.

12) According to the lecture, what are examples of environmental stressors?
A) Noise pollution and crowded spaces.

B) Cultural values and social norms.

C) Technological advancements and urban planning.

D) Personal preferences and individual behaviors.

13) Based on the lecture, why might individuals with strong place attachment engage
more in community activities? Because they ....

A) prefer indoor activities. C) have a greater sense of belonging.

B) dislike their neighborhoods. D) prioritize personal achievements.

14) How does the speaker feel about incorporating green spaces into urban planning?
A) Indifferent B) Supportive C) Skeptical D) Confused

15) What is the function of the concept of biophilia in environmental psychology?
A) To explain emotional bonds individuals form with specific places.

B) To understand how environmental stressors affect cognitive function.

C) To explore the positive effects of natural environments on human health.

D) To analyze cultural influences on consumer behavior.
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L// Note-taking Box for the Listening Part
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L// Part C: Grammar

> Section 1. Read each test item carefully and answer the questions by
choosing the answer (a), (b), (c) or (d). Then mark the correct choice on
your answer sheet.

16) The first rugs ... by hand, and the finest ones are still handmade.
A) made B) were made C) had made D) have made

17) Stars in our universe vary ... temperature, color, brightness, size and mass.

A)in B) of C) by D) for

18) A scientific fact that says ... at 212 degree F. and freezes at 32 degrees F. is valid
anywhere.

A) water boils B) the water boils C) water boiling D) waters boil

19) Phosphates ... to most farm lands in some countries.

A) need added B) need to add C) need to adding D) need to be added have
20) You don’t happen ... which platform the train leaves from. Do you?

A) of knowing B) know C) be knowing D) to know

21) Without a doubt, it was the most difficult examination that I’d ever ...

A) had to take B) have to take C) had to taken D) have to taken
22) Helium is not inflammable, ... therefore safer than hydrogen.

A) that is B) and is C) but is D) and it

23) He took his shirt to the cleaners ....

A) for having them cleaned C) to have them cleaned

B) for to have them clean D) to having them cleaned

24) Thomas Malthus claimed that disease, war, famine, and ... act as checks on
population growth.

A) moral restraining C) morally restrain

B) by moral restraint D) moral restraint

25) ... does not circle around the earth was proven by Galileo.
A) Since the rest of the universe C) As the rest of the universe
B) The rest of the universe D) That the rest of the universe

7. :
b// Section 2. Choose the underlined words or phrases that need to be corrected. Mark
the answers on your answer sheet.
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26) The city of Toronto, in the Canadian province of Ontario, has one of the world’s safest,
A
clean and most efficient subway systems.
B C D =




27) Most nineteenth-century whaling ships carried three or four small whaleboats, both
A B C
able to carry a crew of six.
D

28) It is essential that vitamins are supplied either by foods or by supplementary tablets for
A B C
normal growth to occur.
D
29) According to many educators, television should not become a replacement for good
A B C
teachers, and neither are computers.
D
30) No other state receives as few rainfall as the state of Nevada.
A B C D

31) There are many frequently mentioned reasons why one out of four arrests involve a
A B C D

juvenile.

32) In spite of Nell’s original intention to buy the dress, she changed her mind because of
A B C
the price was too high.

D

33) An air pocket locates in the middle ear makes it vulnerable to changes in air

pressure, wﬁh can cause discomfort En airplanes.

C D

34) Lilian Gilberth was one of the leading engineers of the twentieth century as well a

pioneer in the field of scientiﬁc management. ° ¢
35) Some astronomerls?contend that in ancient times. The Big Horn medicine Wheel, an

arrangement of stoneéin Wyoming, must have serve as sighting points for

B C D

observations of the sun.

//‘ Part D: Vocabulary

» Read each test item carefully and answer the questions by choosing the
answer (a), (b), (c) or (d). Then mark the correct choice on your answer

sheet.
Vocabulary Part 1: Gap-Filling

36) She plans to go abroad to ... her studies towards a higher degree.
A) pursue B) register C) persist D) obtain




37) If you are ..., you are paying full attention to what is happening.
A) unaware B) distracted C) indolent D) alert

38) There is a great concern in some country about ... standards of literacy in schools.
A) deficiency B) indifferent C) declining D) potential

39) Computers are used to store and later to ... information efficiently.
A) absorb B) fabricate C) proceed D) retrieve

40) Good health is a major resource for social, economic and personal development and
an important ... of quality of life.
A) prohibition B) dimension C) promotion D) repetition

Vocabulary Part 2: Synonym

41) It is a common fallacy that women are worse drivers than men.
A) misconception B) amusement C) fact D) assertion

42) His election as a president represented the summit of his career.
A) failure B) boundary C) peak D) limit

43) The person who violates a law should be punished in any society.
A) breaks B) stops C) obeys D) promotes

44) In times of economic recession, it is important to organize your job search.
A) business B) decline C) production D) development

45) The importance of the task has intensified the competition.
A) encountered B) endangered C) enhanced D) enlightened

/} Part E: Reading Comprehension

» Read the texts carefully and choose the best answer to the questions that
follow.

Eﬂl Reading 1

Shevchenko was born in the Soviet

Union, or more accurately, in
Dvirkivscyna, a Ukrainian village that

lies 100 kilometres east of Kyiv. Kyiv

was and still is life for Shevchenko. He ’/ |
began kicking a ball around in the —
small parks among the Soviet buildings of the communist regime near his school,




before he honed his craft at Dynamo Kyiv under the watchful eye of Valeriy

Lobanovskyi.

Shevchenko faced a fight just to be able to reach the academy of a professional
team, however. His father, Nikolai, was against the idea of Andriy pursuing a
career in sport, as he instead wanted his son to follow in his own footsteps and
enrol into the military. The family also lived on the opposite side of the city from
the sport centre, while Shevchenko failed to impress enough during a trial as a
10-year-old to earn admission to a specialist sports school. It was around this time
that the Chernobyl nuclear disaster of 1986 took place, which forced the whole

Shevchenko family to leave their home and move to the coast.

Shevchenko was eventually spotted by Dynamo and, by 1989, he was part of
a team that would travel to Italy, of all places, to take part in the famed Citta di
Agropoli tournament. The 13-year-old forward was the star of the show, as he
scored 10 goals over the course of the competition, including five in the space of
20 minutes during the final, to win the trophy alongside Sergey Rebrov, with
whom he would later form a devastating striker partnership that helped deliver
five league titles and three Ukranian Cups to Dynamo, as well as a run to the
Champions League semi-finals in 1999. A year later, Dynamo won the lan Rush
Cup held in Wales, with Shevchenko again the top scorer, which earned him a

pair of the Liverpool legend's boots as a prize.

The rigour, dedication and expertise instilled in Shevchenko by Lobanovskyi

would prove fundamental to the golden career of a man who would be dubbed

‘The King of the East'. His training sessions would be almost endless, with hours
and hours spent kicking the ball into the goal. Years later, his Milan team-mate
Gennaro Gattuso, said of Shevchenko:"l have never seen a footballer capable of
hitting the target with such high percentages”. It was that dedication, combined
with a natural ability, that allowed Shevchenko to become the third Ukrainian
Ballon d'Or winner, following in the footsteps of Oleg Blochin in 1975 and Igor
Belanov in 1986.




Shevchenko looked like being a star of the future, but his lifestyle was not yet
that of a professional. Lobanovskyi, his mentor and the most important person in

his life, brought him into Dynamo's reserve team and immediately began weaning

Shevchenko off smoking. Lobanovskyi used such a massive nicotine
injection that even today, just looking at a cigarette makes

Shevchenko feel nauseous.
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46) According to the passage, why did Shevchenko’s father object to his sports career?
A) He believed Shevchenko lacked talent.

B) He wanted his son to pursue a military career.

C) He felt the sport centre was too far from their home.

D) He was worried about the nuclear threat.

47) What was an obstacle for 10-year-old Shevchenko regarding his schooling?
A) He failed his admission trial for a specialist sports school.

B) He was too busy helping his family move to the coast.

C) He had to spend most of his time in the military.

D) His father refused to allow him to travel to the city.

48) Why did the Shevchenko family relocate to the coast?
A) To improve Andriy’s chances of joining a football club.
B) Because of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster.

C) Because Nikolai was transferred for military duty.

D) To escape the civil conflict in Kyiv.

49) What was significant about the Citta di Agropoli tournament?
A) It was where Shevchenko first met Valeriy Lobanovskyi.

B) It marked the start of his professional career in ltaly.

C) It was the only time he and Sergey Rebrov played together.

D) It was the tournament where he scored five goals in 20 minutes.

50) How is the partnership between Shevchenko and Rebrov characterized?
A) As a short-lived experience.

B) As a rivalry that prevented them from winning league titles.

C) As a devastating striker partnership that won multiple trophies.

D) As a friendship that began in the military.

51) What does the passage imply about Shevchenko’s training under Lobanovskyi?
A) It was pleasant and brief.

B) It was experimental and often changed every day.

C) It was exceptionally rigorous and focused on repetition.

D) It was secondary to his lifestyle habits.
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52) What is the significance of the Ballon d’Or mention in paragraph 4?
A) To show that Shevchenko was the first Ukrainian to win it.

B) To criticize the previous winners, Blochin and Belanov.

C) To note that Shevchenko’s dedication was unlike any previous winner.
D) To emphasize Shevchenko’s elite status alongside other Ukrainian greats.

53) The word “fundamental” in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to ................ .
A) Essential B) Optional C) Secondary D) Complex

E) Reading 2

It is a dogma in neuroscience that certain
brain cells respond in the same way to the
same thing. Specific neurons always fire, for
example, when we see particular shapes and
colours; other neurons activate to swing an
arm or wiggle a nose. The brain needs this

stability, the theory goes, to respond to the

outside world in a consistent way. So, when
neuroscientist Laura Driscoll began her doctoral research at Harvard University
in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 2012, her first task was to establish this baseline

by tracking the activity of individual mouse neurons over time.

To Driscoll’s surprise, the baseline kept moving. Over the course of several
days, many of the cells’ responses had shifted noticeably. Neurons that had fired
when a mouse was in a specific location on day one were barely responding in
the same spot after a few weeks. “It absolutely defied all of our expectations,”
recalls Driscoll, who is now at the Allen Institute in Seattle, Washington. “This
was so surprising that my whole project changed.” To Driscoll’s surprise, the
baseline kept moving. Over the course of several days, many of the cells’
responses had shifted noticeably. Neurons that had fired when a mouse was in a
specific location on day one were barely responding in the same spot after a few
weeks. “It absolutely defied all of our expectations,” recalls Driscoll, who is now
at the Allen Institute in Seattle, Washington. “This was so surprising that my

whole project changed.”




In 2017, she and her colleagues reported findings from that project that flew
in the face of neuroscience dogma. Over a single day, neurons in the parietal
cortex, a hub for processing sensory information, fired predictably in response to
specific things, such as the position of the mouse in a virtual maze. But over the
course of a few weeks, even though the task of navigating the maze remained the
same, these activity patterns underwent major reorganizationl. Some of the
neurons stopped firing in response to stimuli that had previously activated them;
others did the reverse. In groups of cells, however, patterns of neuronal activity
remained more consistent over time. The results suggested that individual
neurons might not have fixed roles, and that the response of single cells might be

less important than the activity of whole populations.

When Driscoll published that work, there had already been a handful of papers
describing similar observations in different parts of the mouse brain. But many in
the neuroscience community were sceptical: researchers questioned whether
these findings might be the result of an experimental quirk, such as imprecise
tracking of single cells or subtle changes in the animals’ behaviour that the

experimenters hadn’t accounted for.

Since then, many more researchers have reported evidence for neurons
changing how they respond to certain stimuli or behaviours over time, a
phenomenon that neuroscientists have dubbed representational drift. Evidence

has been found for it in various brain regions and when using several different

techniques. Generally, the community is coming to accept that drift g =

Is real, but some scientists remain unconvinced — in part because of

some studies that have failed to find this effect.

ol (NaLUre) yzms aloeo 18 oty piie SYlie o josaz 5l 598 e v/

Dedice S YeYF 4 YA G5 45 0l (el ol oad p22ie Y YF Ao Vo )l )0 allie ol V/

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-01554-0:allis s cas s Sid v/

54) What is the primary focus of the passage?

A) The discovery of new maze- navigation abilities in mice
B) Evidence that neuronal responses change over time

C) Limitations of neuroscience imaging technology

D) The role of colour perception in brain function



https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-01554-0

55) What was Driscoll’s initial task when she began her doctoral work?
A) Teaching mice to run virtual mazes

B) Identifying the structure of the parietal cortex

C) Comparing mouse behaviour across several labs

D) Recording stable neural responses over time

56) What surprised Driscoll during her early observations?
A) Neurons fired more strongly than expected

B) Mice refused to perform the tasks

C) Neuronal responses shifted instead of staying stable

D) Neurons responded only to movement, not location

57) Why might group-level neuronal activity be more reliable than single-neuron
responses?

A) Groups show more stable patterns over time C) Groups contain more neurons

B) Individual neurons cannot fire on their own D) Groups move through the brain together

58) Why does the author mention that similar observations had already been
published?

A) To argue that Driscoll’s findings were not unique

B) To show that her work plagiarized earlier studies

C) To demonstrate that mice behave inconsistently

D) To question the necessity of her research

59) What aspect of the task remained constant over weeks in the 2017 study?
A) The number of neurons tracked C) The maze- navigation task
B) The mouse’s diet D) The temperature inside the lab

60) The word “dogma” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ....
A) Established belief C) Scientific error
B) False assumption D) New discovery

61) What remained more consistent over time, according to the results?
A) Individual neurons C) Visual cues in the maze
B) Groups of cells D) Mouse movement speed

62) How did the neuroscience community initially respond to Driscoll’s findings?

A) With complete agreement C) With indifference
B) With enthusiasm D) With scepticism
m Reading 3

Best of all, my job at NSF filled the
void | felt in my academic work. As a
professor, | had an impact on scores of
students each year. Now, | felt | was

making a difference for the thousands

of students who applied to the program




each year—for instance, by revising the application materials to be more
inclusive and by training reviewers to take a broader view of applicants’
qualifications. | celebrated the fellows' successes as if | were their adviser. After
10 years at the agency, | retired this past May. If I'd stayed in academia, | would
have maintained some status as a professor emeritus. But now, when | search for
my name on NSF's staff directory, it's gone—as if | no longer exist. So, | remind
myself why | chose the government: to enable others, especially students, to make
new scientific discoveries and to chart their own—hopefully fulfilling—career

paths.

It wasn't an easy transition. My skill set and experiences were firmly rooted in
academia, and at times | wondered whether | had what it takes to be an effective
program director. But eventually, | realized that my academic experiences were
assets to capitalize on, not obstacles to surmount. Teaching large classes had
honed my communication skills, which proved essential when speaking with
NSF's leadership team and the broader research community. Working with
diverse students on class projects gave me the confidence to lead strong teams
centered on common goals. | could also empathize with the academics | worked
with and help them navigate the ins and outs of NSF. When both came through,
| had a tough choice to make. Most of my colleagues advised me to stay in
academia, where | had a satisfying job teaching and mentoring students. But my

gut told me to take a chance and try something new—so | accepted the job offer.

The phone rang in my university office. "I'm pleased to tell you that we're
funding your grant," the program officer at the U.S. National Science Foundation
(NSF) told me. I was elated. I'd spent years trying to win support for my project
on sea anemones—and now | could actually do the work. But hours later, |
received another call—also from NSF, responding to an application | had filed 4
months earlier. "We'd like to offer you the job as program director,” said the
caller. The choice before me was stark: | could continue on my academic path, or

take a leap into a very different career.




Eighteen years earlier, I'd started my faculty position eager to launch my
research exploring symbiotic relationships in marine organisms. But over time,
I'd become more interested in mentoring students and serving as a catalyst to help
others reach their goals. When | looked back on a 4-year NSF-funded research
project studying coral bleaching in the Bahamas, | realized that the most
rewarding aspect of it wasn't the research; it was the impact the project had on
the 18 undergraduates | took into the field with me. I'd seen them transformed by
the opportunity to go beyond the classroom and get hands-on experience doing

research, and I'd felt | made a difference in their lives.
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impact-so-i-left-academia-government-job

63) What is the main purpose of the passage?

A) To explain why the author left academic research for a job at NSF
B) To describe the scientific discoveries the author made

C) To criticize the challenges of government work

D) To explain why NSF rejects applications

64) What does the author say filled the void left by academic work?
A) Becoming a professor emeritus  C) The challenge of working with new colleagues
B) The job at NSF D) A new research project

65) How did the author feel about the successes of NSF fellows?
A) They made the author jealous C) The author celebrated them as if advising them
B) The author felt indifferent D) The author felt responsible for their failures

66) What skills did teaching large classes help the author develop?
A) Patience  B) Communication skills ~ C) Leadership D) Technical writing

67) The word “elated” in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to ................ .
A) worried B) confused C) doubtful D) thrilled

68) What can be inferred about the author’s time in academia?
A) It became less fulfilling over time  C) It was mostly spent doing administrative work
B) The author disliked teaching D) The author wanted to avoid working with students

69) What did the author revise to be more inclusive?
A) Course materials C) Application materials
B) Grant- review procedures D) Hiring policies

70) What can be inferred about the program director position?
A) It involved doing little collaborative work

B) It focused mainly on personal research

C) It required marine biology expertise

D) It required strong communication and leadership I
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